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Stop the music? j 
Blue Door eyed \ 

ANNE SUTHERLAND 

The Gazette i 


Citizens’ complaints against a neighbour could bring si¬ 
lence to the Blue Door Music House evenings in Pointe 
Claire. 

Several complaints have been filed with the city about 
Karen Hobson and 
the monthly meet¬ 
ings she holds in her 
home on Stillview 
Ave., where musi¬ 
cians and fans gath 
er to sing and have 
fun. The first com¬ 
plaint was lodged six 
months ago. 

Hobson has been 
host to the meetings 
since 1998. moving 
the furniture out of 
her living room, set 
ting up folding chairs 
and building a stage 
for the acts that come 
to perform. 

Four of Hobson’s richard arless jr . gazette 

fans and supporters Karen Hobson in the living 
took to the micro room of her home, 
phone at Monday 

night’s city-council meeting to speak out and inquire why 
there was an ’investigation” into Hobson's musical 
evenings. 

"I feel threatened and intimidated when I heard the word 
investigation.” said Matt Perrrella of Vista St. 

“These nights are fun and family-oriented. What’s next, 
no family barbecues, no Tupperware parties?" 

Mayor Bill McMurchie confirmed that the musical nights' 
and some complaints were being discussed by the council at 
the present time, but told Perrella not to read too much into 
the word "investigation" “The criteria used when we check 
into something are the bylaws, such as zoning, fire and park 
ing regulations." McMurchie continued. 

"Any check will be done in respect to conformity of that 
property (Dobson’s) with respect to these bylaws." 

It could be that by holding these gatherings, asking for do 
nations to cover the cost of coffee, tea and cookies, clogging 
the street with parked cars and selling compact discs out of 
her house, Hobson might be in contravention of the laws 
governing what can and can't be done in a residential zone. 

"The complaints we are looking at are that this is not an 
operation that is permitted in a residential zone." Me 
Murchie said Tuesday. 

Councillor Jacques Labbe said all complaints that come* 
from citizens must be looked into, but the city will not be 
used as a patsy for a feud or vengeance. 

"We also have to guard against some citizens' using the 
city to get back at someone they don’t like,” Labbe said. "The ? • 

city is pretty good at weeding that type of thing out." 

Hobson was reluctant to discuss the situation with a re 
porter and said that it wasn’t news, although it is now part 
of the public record - having come up in a council meeting. 

“I know who made the complaint but this is very personal 
I don’t want to discuss it,” Hobson said. 

The mayor said that no judgment will be made until the in 
vestigation is complete. “We will check the facts and if there 
is no factual evidence then we will close the file,” Me 
Murchie said. "If there is some, we will ask the party to cor 
reetthe situation." 
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